
 

MEETING SUMMARY  
 
DATE:   June 17, 2016 

TIME:   9:30AM - 11:30AM 

LOCATION: 77 West Jackson 

ATTENDEES:  Danielle Nelson, IDNR 

  Angela Larsen, Alliance for the Great Lakes 

  John Legge, The Nature Conservancy 

  Jacqueline Nwia, USEPA 

  Kris Schnoes, Tetra Tech 

  Dave Franc, Tetra Tech 

  Byron Tsang, CPD 

  Dan Cooper, CPD 

  Josh Ellis, MPC 

  Cindy Fish, Fish Transportation Group 

  Valerie Poulos, The Lakota Group 

  Cade Sterling, The Lakota Group  

  Sarah White, The Lakota Group 

   
  
RE: Nature & Environment Working Group #1 
 
ITEMS DISCUSSED: 

Project Team 
• US EPA (funder) 
• Chicago Park District (lead agency) 

o Tetra Tech (engineering) 
 The Lakota Group (community outreach, planning, landscape architecture) 
 Goodman Williams Group (market research) 
 Fish Transportation Group (intermodal transportation planning) 

 
Project Scope & Timeline 

• Existing Conditions Analysis (winter-spring 2016) 
• Concept Development (summer 2016) 
• Final Plan Development (fall-winter 2016) 
 
 

Project Goals 
• Consider, and integrate past Calumet-Area planning efforts 
• Develop a community-supported vision 

o Community outreach is a primary goal of this effort 



 
 

o The SE Chicago communities suffer from, "planning fatigue." 
• Outline strategies for land use and transportation improvements that result in the implementation 

of a network of ecological, cultural, and recreational resources 
o Locally and regionally 

 
Working Groups 

• Working group sessions (2 meetings) 
o Transportation, access, and connectivity 
o Recreation, community, and commerce 
o Nature, and environment 

•  Working group executive committee (4 meetings) 
o Made up of members from the three working groups 
o Review and comment on draft deliverables before public consumption 
o Help encourage participation in public outreach events 

• External Stakeholders 
o Review and comment on draft deliverables before public consumption 
o Help encourage participation in public outreach events 

 
Study Area Overview: 

• 12 community areas 
• 220,000+ residents 
• 7 CPD owned or managed properties 

o Park 566 "Claire Schafer" 
o Steelworkers Park 
o Van Vlissingen Prairie 
o Big Marsh 
o Indian Ridge Marsh 
o Hegewisch Marsh 
o Whitford Pond (Leased WMRD site) 

 
• 2 privately owned properties 

o Lake Calumet (Illinois International Port District) 
o Mittal Woods (ArcelorMittal USA) 

 One of the last remaining large contiguous pieces of riverfront property 
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Risk Assessment Strategy: 

• Tetra Tech synthesized numerous past studies and other information to determine the level of 
ecological risk at each individual CPD park.  

• The risk assessment analysis focused on recreational land use, something there was no preexisting 
standard for 

• The standards follow TACO Tier 3 standards, derived from the EPA 
• Tetra Tech then used CPD programming to determine recreational and restorative land use 

scenarios to identify specific screening levels for each site. 
• Ecotox standards developed through the Calumet Open Space Reserve Plan were also used 
• Tetra Tech also assessed bio-availability, and rates of accumulation in local plant and animal 

species compared to a control group.  
 
Risk Assessment Outcomes: 

• Most of the sites exhibit risk assessment level exceedances for metals and PAH.  
o This is expected due to the areas industrial history and predominate slag fill 
o Due to the pyroclastic origin of the slag on site, the metals are likely not bioavailable  
o PAHs are not expected to show significant uptake since they are not considered to be 

highly accumulitive 
• Soil and water samples also determined extremely high levels of pH. 

o This alkaline soil is also to be expected on sites where slag fill occurred 
• Indian Ridge Marsh exhibited high levels of ammonia in the groundwater  
• Plant and animal species tested for accumulation of toxins, against a control, showed no significant 

difference.  
• Each site exhibits slightly different challenges and levels of risk. The recommended treatment will 

be strategic capping of locations where high exceedances and user contact overlap. 
• Determining additional sampling and site specific treatments will require a better knowledge of the 

intended land-use for each park and the level of consumption by users. 
 

Challenges and Opportunities: 
• There is a need to know the potential end use of these sites to properly perform ecotox 

assessments 
o It was suggested that a large piece of the community outreach be focused on community 

visioning to determine a community vision for land use and programming at each site 
o CPD has engaged the public at previous open houses and has hosted site tours to discuss 

land-use planning. Unfortunately they have not seen good turn-outs. 
• The nine parks within the study area do not have advisory councils or friends groups. 

o Park advisory councils are recommended for all of the parks in the Calumet area in the 
MPC Great Rivers Plan. 

o The Millennium Reserve could also be a resource to bring together local and regional 
land managers as well as invested community members 

o Big Marsh and Indian Ridge Marsh both have infant stewardship groups. 
 Most of the members in these groups are local residents 
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 SETF is planning to expand these efforts within the next year 
 The SCA and GreenCorps are active partners with CPD on other area sites 

o The FPCC and its Centennial Volunteers  should be contacted and the FPCC will be a 
critical piece in our planning study 

• There is a concern that the public either doesn't appreciate these natural areas, understand their 
importance, or worse, see them as an overreach by the City of Chicago  

o The CPD issued a park use survey in the past. The results showed that most residents 
didn't know what they were allowed to do in these parks, and more importantly, they 
often didn't know where these parks were or how to access them.  

 As a result, the CPD is in the process of trying to improve the information 
available about its natural areas.  

 This effort includes a website, improved and consistent signage and community 
outreach 

• It might be seen as a challenge to integrate passive recreational activities with more passive forms 
of recreations.  

o The CPD has seen success and increased number of users with its Roots and Routes 
program, especially in Burnham Park and wants to use this as a model for programming 
natural areas. 

• Some SE Chicago residents perceive natural areas as taking away traditional park and open spaces 
that seem more available to residents on the North side of Chicago.  

o Many residents are angry about this, and see the city as taking advantage of already under 
served, lower SES communities. 

o Many residents see these parks at catering to residents in more advantaged parts of the 
city. 

• Some residents in SE Chicago believe these natural areas are polluted beyond repair and are not 
safe for human contact, especially for recreation. 

o CPD has hosted open houses in the past where they presented information on site 
degradation and concerns seemed minimal. 

o The general public was less concerned with the science beyond the results and simply 
wanted to know if sites were safe for them to take their children to 

o Residents in the area are typically exposed to many more visible forms of contamination  
• The public often has misconceptions about restoration efforts 

o It will be essential to present early on, how restoration will benefit their lives and enhance 
the quality of their recreational opportunities 

 Before and after (transition) shots of restoration efforts in the region 
o Communicate the environment and restoration through the lens of recreational uses 

• The CDPD is engaging in a transportation and infrastructure plan for SE Chicago next year 
o It will be important to stress this fact to residents at open houses because they often feel 

like park studies are not addressing the areas many existing and more visible problems 
• It was suggested that we allow community members to speak at our open houses 
• It was suggested that we contact the aldermans offices in the study area to provide us with a more 

diverse grouping of potential open house participants 
• It was suggested that we invite groups that represent the types of desired land-uses and recreational 

opportunities we see occurring at the sites 
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• The YWCA and YMCA have a large presence in the region and should be contacted 
• It was suggested that we might consider hosting more than four open houses due to the study areas 

large size and the breadth of topics.  
o Choosing a location for the open house will provide different experiences and outcomes.  
o It will be beneficial to locate open houses throughout the study area in community areas 

not directly adjacent to the parks. 
 
Next Steps: 

• Open House #1 on July 19th from 5:30 to 7:30 
• Existing conditions report will be completed soon and distributed for comment and review 
• Next working group will be in September 
• All working group materials and a brief summary will be posted to the project website 
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